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English obligatory assignment 1
In this assignment I am going to write about how the language teacher can help the students to perform to the best of their abilities. I will also write about the benefits of being an English teacher and link it to my experiences as a teacher. 
	
In my experience, there is not much difference between being an English teacher and a regular. The first demands of being an English teacher is that he/she knows the language. It means that the teacher besides knowing the languages has (teaching competence, and is personally engaged in his/her vocation). According to Munden & Myhre (2020, s. 86) it is much needed that children, both listen to and speaks the English language to discover the language and become familiar with words and phrases, sounds and language rhythms.

The pedagogical characteristics and the knowledge of the subject
An English teacher should have a good knowledge of the subject. The teacher should have the necessary pedagogical knowledge of the subject to translate this knowledge so it becomes available to the students. Then the teacher must take into consideration the learners’ previous knowledge and their needs, what level they are at and how much English they know from before. I will explain what I mean by describing possible goals, content and my pedagogical approach. I like to use this teaching plan in a 6th grade because it might be difficult to organize an English lesson with motivating activities. My experiences from teaching 6th grade are that the learners like variety, for example, playing games, reading books, etc. The goal of the lesson is to increase their knowledge of what they understand and what they can say. 

Reading books is very valuable for pupils’ vocabulary and for them to develop into good readers. Being able to use the school library and having chance to read books they can choose, will also make the pupils good readers. For pupils to develop into good readers, the teachers´ important job is to make sure books are always available, either in the school library or in the classroom, and spelling of both (Munden & Myhre, 2020, s. 150). 

Pupils learn by learning by doing. We don’t just talk about mushrooms, but we go outside and look at them together (Munden & Myhre, 2020, s. 48). From my teaching experience roleplaying in English, can be a good teaching method. The students might be more motivated and interested, and this will give optimal conditions for learning. It can make students talk in groups, which might be easier than talking in front of the whole class.   
Here are some ideas to do in an English lesson in class:
1. Make fun, play games, be creative, include art, take your class outside
2. Make it active
3. Don’t put pressure on your students
4. Play videos, films, etc. and talk about them afterwards

Personal characteristics 
The most important thing for an English teacher is to motivate the pupils to use English in the classroom. The teacher should be passionate about the subject and shows his or her passion to the pupils. Munden (2014, s. 39) writes about how important motivation is to get everybody talking English in class. 
The teachers´ English skills should also be adequate, which is necessary for being able to teach the students appropriate English. For an English teacher it is very important to give feedback on tasks of (for) the pupils, so that they can extend to a higher level. All teachers want the best for their students.  
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English obligatory assignment 3
In this text I will briefly discuss a lesson that I would like to try out focusing on reading, writing and talking using role play and making picture books. Children who receive good language stimulation at an early age have a good starting point for reading and writing.

Content
I will like to try out two activities with the children. The first activity is using role play and the goal for the lesson is to make a role play from the play Romeo and Juliet from Shakespeare. My responsibility is to know what the students can and know beforehand. The second activity is to make picture books and stories. The purpose of the lesson is for the children to make a picture book that will interest them. I will present a few picture books as examples to make them more interested and motivated to do their own. One of the competences aims in the national curriculum is to «use simple strategies in language learning as text creation and communication» (Utdanningsdirektoratet, 2020). 

Role play 
The pupils will be working in groups of 4. They will perform a role play of Shakespeare. We will talk about who Shakespeare is and get more information about his writings. What do the children already know about Shakespeare? Who is Shakespeare etc? As a prior knowledge, the children have had to read an act from the play Romeo and Juliet. They also have to rewrite the act to make it into their own. The reason is because the language from Romeo and Juliet can be difficult from a 6th grader. According to Munden (2019, s. 230) role play is a valuable activity because it requires pupils to produce and listen to the language. Role play is particularly apt to stimulate the creative, outgoing and linguistically confident pupils (Munden, 2019 s. 230).  

Picture books and stories
Picture books can encourage pupils and give them motivation to write about a topic which interests them. The first thing to start with is to go through some picture books and stories. By doing so the students will get ideas of what they can write about. As a starting point we will make a mind map about the most important elements to have in the picture books and stories. Mind map can help to activate students prior knowledge of a topic. They will work in pairs, but will make their own picture book. Why working in pairs? To work in pairs is an important approach where they can discuss and share ideas and thoughts. Picture books are special, because through them one can both visualize a text and use an oral approach to tell the story (Munden & Myhre, 2020, s. 126). A very important reason for using stories and picture books are that they give the possibility for involvement, both emotionally in the narrative, and through active participation in the telling and retelling of the story (Munden & Myhre, 2020 s. 126).

Conclusion
I was satisfied with both (of) the activities. The first activity, role play, all the children in the 6th grade were performing within their own level. The language was a little bit difficult for the pupils, but they rewrote the act into a simpler level. I also observed that they need to practice more on role play. Before the pupils started with the role play, I had given boys` roles to the boys and girls´ roles to the girls.  

The picture books and stories activity went also very well. The children were excited and very interested to make their own books. They had many ideas of what kind of stories to make. A few of them thought it was a little bit difficult to get started. At the end of the picture books activity, the students were satisfied with the product. They presented their picture books for the whole class.  
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Reflection text
In this text I will briefly write about how my performance was on the grammar test. Then, I will explain my choices for the two texts. I will also write about my development on my language skills and my ability to teach English.     

Before I took the grammar test, I practiced on what I knew would be my challenges. I have problems with contiguating the verbs in addition to matching them within singular and plural.  I have previously had little training in using the English language. There is also a challenge to me, to hear and thereby write the difference between singular and plural in the nouns. 

The two texts I have chosen were number 1 and 3. I have chosen these because I was particularly satisfied with them, both the content and the form. The text about English teaching gave me a feeling of being on home field. For example I have used role play in many contexts in my regular teaching and thought it was a good idea in relation with English teaching. Role play is very valuable to the pupils because it demands the pupils to identify themselves with the language.  

Another aspect that teachers can give the pupils opportunity is to read books in English. Pupils have to read books because then they develop their own read experiences in their own way. The teacher has to be sure that there are enough English books available at the school library. Hereby can pupils choose between several types of books and themes.   (For pupils to develop into good readers, the teacher has an important job to make sure that the proper books are available, either in the school library or in the classroom period.) Here the students can develop vocabulary and even become better readers of English literature.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In text 3 I have used picture books as an activity with my class. The reason is to motivate and stimulate the pupils to write in English. Not only reading but also visualization of the text motivates pupils to understand the text in a better way. That is why I have been using picture books. It will involve the pupils in a different way: the pupils are involved emotionally, and it will activise them to tell what’s on the pictures. Then the pupils can tell each other what’s on the picture. (Picture books are special, because through them one can both visualize a text and use an oral approach to tell the story. A very important reason for using stories and picture books are that they give the students possibilities for involvement, both emotionally in the narrative, and through active participation in the telling and retelling of the story.) To use creativity is one of the competences aims in the national curriculum. 

The above examples show me that I can use the same approach in teaching English as I do in my other subject. But one has to be aware of a lot of obstacles there are in learning foreign languages. Examples: bøyning av VERB – komme med konkret eksempel: When I was supposed to make a teaching plan, there was not much difference between being a regular teacher or an English teacher (KOMME MED BEDRE Setning). You have to adjust your goals and your content in the course and in the class according to the students level and interests. This course has made my a little more confident of being an English teacher. The pedagogical knowledge has to be in focus on all levels and on all stages. 

During this English course I believe that I have developed some more language skills through reading some books (What kind of books did you choose and why did you choose those books? What did you learn of reading those books?) read, talking and discussing English with my fellow students (What kind of discussion did you have with your fellow students?  What was the topic? What were their experiences? What do you learn of them)?. During the first lesson, I was somewhat apprehensive since I had not used English for some time. I was challenged to «dig out» previous knowledge. I feel that «I am getting there» little by little and by the summer I will know more English than I did in the beginning of the term. What is your learning strategy to do this? 



